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as  it is celebrated by the tribe of the  Hos in Togoland.
When the yams are ripe and ready to be dug up and brought
home, two days are devoted to cleansing the town of all ills,
whether spiritual or material, as a solemn preparation for the
ensuing celebration.    When these rites of purification, which
will be described  in a later part  of this  work, have  been
accomplished, then, in the words of the native account, " the
people make ready to eat the new yams.    And the manner
of making ready consists in going to the fields and digging
the yams.     However, they do not bring them home but lay
them down somewhere on the way.    The reason why they
do not bring them home is that the people have not yet been
on the place where they sacrifice to the deity.     When they
wish to go thither, the way to the sacrificial place of Agbasia
must first be cleared of grass.     Afterwards the people come
with their drums, which they beat loudly.    When they are
come to the  place of sacrifice, they first raise  two  great
mounds of earth, and  they bring  to  the place of  sacrifice
palm wine, uncooked  and  cooked  yams, and  meal mixed
with oil.     First of all  the uncooked  yams are cut in   two
through the middle, and then this prayer is offered : ' Agbasia,
thou art he who has given the yams ; therefore here is thine
own !    We thank  thee sincerely.     May the eating of the
yams be a great joy, and may no quarrel intervene !'    There-
upon they lay down on the ground yams mixed with oil and
not mixed with oil.    In doing so they say to Agbasia, ' He
who eats not the white yams, to him belong the yams mixed
with oil ; and he who eats not the yams mixed with oil, to
him belong the white yams/    They do the same with the
meal that is mixed with oil and with the meal that is not
mixed with oil.    Thereby they say :  ' Here we bring thee all
that thou hast given us.    Eat thereof what thou pleasest!'
After that they pour palm wine into one pot and water into
another, and say, * When one has eaten, one drinks water/
Thereby the drums sound, songs are sung, and the priest says :
1 Our father Agbasia, we pray thee, let us hear no more evil
but good only I    When women are with child, let them bear
twins  and   triplets,  that  we  may  increase  and. multiply I
When the time for sowing the yams comes again, make it to
rain upon them even  more than hitherto, in order that we